State Injury Profile
for Colorado



About the State I njury Profiles...

Following thisintroduction you will find the injury profile for your state and the nation. The
maps and tables contain information on injury deaths and death rates; however, it isimportant to
remember that hundreds of thousands of Americans are nonfatally injured each year, many of
whom suffer permanent disabilities. Your state injury profile includes:

¢ The10leading causesof death by agegroup for your stateand thenation. Thesechartscontainthe
total number of deaths for the three-year period 1995 through 1997. The summary table at the
bottom of each page shows the total number of injuries across all ages for the same three-year
period and theaverage number of deathsper year.

¢ Thetableson the next page show the number of deathsfor your state and the nation for theleading
causes of injury death (separated by the type of injury— unintentional, suicide, and homicide) for
thesamethree-year period.

¢ Thenext pagescontain U.S. mapsindicating the death rate per 100,000 personsfor all statesover a
three-year period (1995-1997) for theleading causesof injury death. Beneath eachmapisagraph
showing the death rate over a10-year period (1988-1997). Thesemapsand graphswill allow you
to compare death ratesfor your state to other states and understand the 10-year trend in your state
comparedtotheU.S. trend.

e The last two maps in the Profile give death-rate data and 10-year trends for two of the most
frequent and disabling typesof injury-related deaths: traumatic brain injury-related deaths, which
can be caused by falls, firearms, motor-vehicle crashes, or other causes; and firearm-related
deaths, unintentional or theresult of homicideor suicide.

This State Injury Profile 2000 is presented as an appendix to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) Injury Fact Book, Working to Prevent and Control Injury in the United
Sates.The Fact Book contains information regarding the cost of injury and the value of
prevention, the work of CDC’ s Nationa Center for Injury Prevention and Control, and the Safe
USA Partnership Council. The Fact Book also contains fact sheets for many of the leading
causes of injury death. Additional information can also be obtained from—

TheCDC National Center for Injury Prevention and Control web site: http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/

The CDC National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Office of Planning, Evaluation,
and Legidlation: 770-488-4936

SafeUSA website:  http://www.cdc.gov/safe/
SafeUSA toll-freenumber: 1-888-252-7751
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10 Leading Causes of Deaths by Age Group: 1995-1997
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United States

Total Number of Injury Deaths

Cause Deaths
Unintentional Injury 283,912
Intentional 156,434

Total (1995-1997) 440,346

Percent

64.5%
35.5%
100.0%

Average Number of Injury Deaths per Year
In the United States = 146,782



Colorado

10 Leading Causes of Deaths by Age Group: 1995-1997

Age Groups
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Colorado

Total Number of Injury Deaths

Cause Deaths Percent
Unintentional Injury 4,353 62.9%
Intentional Injury 2,569 37.1%
Total (1995-1997) 6,922 100.0%

Average Number of Injury Deaths per Year
In Colorado= 2,307



1995-1997 Leading Causes of Death

Unintentional Injury

United States Colorado Only
Unintentional Injury Unintentional Injury

Cause Deaths Percent Cause Deaths Percent
MV Traffic 127,193 44.8% MV Traffic 1,950 44.8%
Fall 33,633 11.8% Fall 564 13.0%
Poisoning 28,745 10.1% Poisoning 454 10.4%
Suffocation 12,987 4.6% Suffocation 213 4.9%
Drowning 12,360 4.4% Drowning 159 3.7%
Fire/Burn 11,304 4.0% Other Causes 1,013 23.3%
Other Causes 57,690 20.3% 4,353 100.1%
283,912 100.0%

Intentional Injury

United States Colorado Only
Suicide Suicide

Cause Deaths Percent Cause Deaths Percent
Firearm 54,235 58.5% Firearm 1,089 55.6%
Suffocation 15,960 17.2% Poisoning 448 22.9%
Poisoning 15,355 16.6% Suffocation 318 16.2%
Other Causes 7,172 7.7% Other Causes 104 5.3%
92,722 100.0% 1,959 100.0%

United States Colorado Only
Homicide and Legal Intervention Homicide and Legal Intervention
Cause Deaths Percent Cause Deaths Percent
Firearm 43,684 68.6% Firearm 350 57.4%
Cut/Pierce 7,647 12.0% Cut/Pierce 97 15.9%
Suffocation 2,327 3.7% Suffocation 33 5.4%
Other Causes 10,054 15.8% Other Causes 130 21.3%

63,712 100.0% 610 100.0%



Rate per 100,000

Unintentional Motor Vehicle, Traffic-Related Death Rates
United States, 1995-1997
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Rate per 100,000

Unintentional Fall Death Rates
United States,
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Unintentional Poisoning Death Rates
United States, 1995-1997
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Rate per 100,000

Unintentional Suffocation Death Rates
United States, 1995-1997
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Rate per 100,000
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Unintentional Drowning Death Rates
United States, 1995-1997
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Rate per 100,000

Unintentional Fire and Burn-Related Death Rates
United States, 1995-1997
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Suicide Death Rates
United States, 1995-1997
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Rate per 100,000
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Traumatic Brain Injury-Related Death Rates*
United States, 1995-1997
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* Includes unintentional and intentional deaths from motor vehicles, firearms, falls, and other causes (of determined and undetermined intent).



Firearm-Related Death Rates*
United States, 1995-1997
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* Includes deaths from firearm suicide, firearm homicide, unintentional firearm-related deaths, and firearm-related deaths of undetermined intent.



COLORADO INJURY CONTROL PROJECTS

Cooperative Agreements

The Nationa Center for Injury Prevention and Control (NCIPC) currently funds the following
work through three cooperative agreements in Colorado:

e Traumatic Brain Injury Surveillance Program: a project to conduct popul ation-based
traumatic brain injury (TBI) surveillance to characterize the risk factors, incidence,
external causes, severity, and short-term outcomes of TBI. Thisinformation can be
used to help design prevention programs that address specific causes of TBI, and
populations at higher risk. These data may also be used to improve injured persons
access to health care and other services needed after injury.

(Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment)

o Applied Research for Traumatic Brain Injury Surveillance and Follow-Up Registry:
aproject to develop longitudinal surveillance for disability in persons with traumatic
brain injury (TBI) to better define the medical and social impact of these injuries on
apopulation basis. The overal goal isto prevent disability in persons with TBI. Of
interest are the outcomes experienced among persons with TBI, particularly medical
complications (impairments), functional limitations (disabilities) and community
integration (social participation). (Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment and Craig Hospital)

e State Injury Intervention and Surveillance Program (Bike): a program to develop a
system for measuring bike helmet usage among children aged 5-12, strengthen
and expand existing statewide bike helmet programs and resources, and increase
bike helmet usage in children aged 5-12 in targeted communities. Multifaceted
bicycle helmet promotion programs targeting 5-12 year olds are being implemented
in targeted communities. (Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment)

Research Grants

The NCIPC supports one major research center in Colorado:

e Injury Control Research Center: The Colorado Injury Control Research Center
focuses on prevention and control of rural injuries. There are three core components:
Administration/Training; Public Education/Information; Research. The long-term
goals are to develop programs which will serve the region and are relevant for the
under-served populations in rural areas; to further develop a population based injury
surveillance in Larimer County to serve as a laboratory to evaluate injury prevention
and control programs. (Lorann Sallones, Ph.D., Colorado Injury Control Research Center,
Colorado State University)
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